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Challenges and Opportunities for
U.S.-MeXxico Security Cooperation

While policy clashes between the elected governments of Mexico and the United States in the
coming years appear likely, the degree to which those tensions degrade the commercial
relationship and security cooperation that is vital to both will depend on the forbearance and

statesmanship of leaders on each side.
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across the U.S.-Mexico border. Reciprocally, the U.S. is Mexico’s largest trade and
investment partner, while the demand for drugs from the U.S. and flows of guns
purchased legally in the U.S., but smuggled illegally into Mexico, profoundly impact
its security situation.

The election of Claudia Sheinbaum as Mexico’s President in June 2024 and the
near-supermajority her leftist Morena movement has in the Mexican legislature,
combined with the election of Donald Trump in the November 2024 U.S. elections
and Republican control of both houses of the U.S. Congress, puts the neighbors on a
course of significant potential conflict, even while maintaining a constructive
relationship becomes more important for both. Difficulties are likely to emerge
around the interdependent areas of migration and the border, drugs and security
cooperation, Mexico’s legal framework and the treatment of U.S. investors, and
activities by the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in Mexico in the context of the
2025-2026 review of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agreement (USMCA).

President Sheinbaum and President-elect Trump began their relationship with a
cordial November 2024 phone call. Sheinbaum’s leftist predecessor and mentor
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) successfully maintained a positive
relationship with Trump during his first term despite frictions in the relationship.
Nonetheless, this time, the combination of the gravity of the issues and the styles of
the two leaders and their cabinets could lead to a less positive dynamic.

With respect to migration, Trump has pledged to secure the U.S.-Mexican border and
begin large-scale deportations of migrants without legal status in the U.S. from the
beginning of his administration. His promised initiatives include possibly declaring a
state of emergency and using the U.S. military to deport migrants. Trump’s
appointment of former Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) director Tom
Homan as his “border czar”, and South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem to head the
Department of Homeland Security, suggests he is creating a team with the
orientation and capability to support this intent.

Sheinbaum will likely push back on large-scale deportations by the Trump
administration, particularly those involving Venezuelans and other non-Mexican
citizens. The return of large numbers of Mexicans from the United States, possibly
as many as four million, and the combination of negative symbolism, hardship from
their dislocation, and the loss of remittances they previously sent to their families in
Mexico, will likely put domestic political pressure on Sheinbaum to respond strongly,
reducing the likelihood that her government would respond favorably to U.S.
requests that Mexico help manage migrant flows through its own territory and allo**
migrants from other parts of the region to “Remain in Mexico,” as occurred during
the first Trump administration.


https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2024/11/08/sheinbaum-detalles-conversacion-con-trump-orix
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-president-talk-with-us-president-elect-trump-later-thursday-2024-11-07/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/u-s-military-trump-mass-deportation-plan/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/who-is-tom-homan-trump-s-pugnacious-border-tsar-who-took-on-the-left/ar-AA1tTcPQ?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/who-is-tom-homan-trump-s-pugnacious-border-tsar-who-took-on-the-left/ar-AA1tTcPQ?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/what-to-know-about-kristi-noem-trumps-pick-for-homeland-security-secretary/ar-AA1tYy19?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/what-to-know-about-kristi-noem-trumps-pick-for-homeland-security-secretary/ar-AA1tYy19?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/as-trump-prepares-for-mass-deportatihow%20many%20illigals%20does%20canada%20haveons-mexico-is-not-ready/ar-AA1tWQAQ?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-59509854
https://globalamericans.org/

Biden administration to issues of gun control on the U.S. side, although cooperation
through the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) over the smuggling
into Mexico of firearms legally purchased in the United States is likely to continue.

For its part, the Sheinbaum administration, although possibly disposed to combat
cartels in Mexico more aggressively than her predecessor’s, is unlikely to revise its
2020 national security law, which created significant impediments to U.S.-Mexico
cooperation narcotrafficking through the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) and other U.S. agencies.

With respect to Mexico’s legal framework, the 2024 constitutional reform passed by
the Morena party to significantly revamp the nation’s judicial system has already
prompted expressions of concern by the U.S., including by U.S. Ambassador to
Mexico Ken Salazar. The business focus of the incoming Trump administration, and
concerns regarding the treatment of U.S. companies in Mexico during his first
administration, could re-emerge as a point of contention in the new Mexican judicial
environment, particularly if Sheinbaum’s Morena party uses its supermajority in the
legislature to make further constitutional or other changes in the legal framework
which U.S. companies understood when committing to investments in Mexico.

Finally, Chinese investment in Mexico will likely become a matter of contention.
Sheinbaum has indicated her interest in attracting more “nearshoring” investments
to Mexico, including through tax breaks and the construction of infrastructure which
makes such investments more attractive. PRC-based companies have already
invested massively in Mexico, with the Rhodium Group identifying 700 separate
initiatives involving $13 billion in Chinese investments in Mexico in 2023 alone.
Trump has already indicated his concern over the PRC using facilities in Mexico as a
way of circumventing tariffs and accessing the U.S. market through USMCA, and has
threatened to impose significant tariffs on Chinese goods seeking to enter the U.S.
in this manner. The review of USMCA in 2026, initially negotiated by the Trump
administration during its first term, is likely to put further attention on the issue, and
could even lead to a renegotiation or possible abrogation of the treaty.

Beyond these core issues, Mexico-U.S. relations are likely to be complicated by the
interaction between the styles of its presidents and their cabinets. It is not clear
whether Sheinbaum will have the same political skill or capital as did her
predecessor, AMLO, to ignore rhetoric or actions by Trump that are seen as insulting
or damaging to Mexico, particularly if U.S. actions toward Mexico such as tariffs and
massive deportations are more severe than during the first Trump administration.

Reciprocally, it is not clear that Trump will feel a bond that leads him to be
magnanimous in his dealings with Sheinbaum, in the way that he ultimately was w
AMLO.
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oriented governments in Latin America. While broad and deep policy clashes
between the elected governments of Mexico and the United States in the coming
years appear likely, the degree to which those tensions degrade the commercial
relationship and security cooperation that is vital to both will depend on the
forbearance and statesmanship of leaders on each side. However fruitful or negative
the relationship becomes, neither the U.S. nor Mexico has the option to relocate to a
different neighborhood.

R. Evan Ellis is research professor at the U.S. Army War College Strategic Studies
Institute. The views expressed herein are strictly his own.
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The Americas’ Last Election of 2024: What Lies Ahead for
Uruguay?

November 22, 2024

While the country’s democratic institutions and rule of law remain robust and
resilient, it would be misleading to believe that Uruguay is immune to the
political instability and polarization rampant throughout the region.
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The Leftist Experiment in Bolivia Nears Its End

November 21, 2024

Despite the hurdles, the MAS crisis and Morales’s waning popularity hint at a
possible political shift, one that could strengthen Bolivia’s battered democracy,
pave the way for judicial reform, and address urgent environmental issues.
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The paradoxical thing about Trump’s victory is that though Republicans likely
won because of the importzi=ie cfiledécstn ARG VHEEFS’ perception of the
Democrats’ mishandling of it, Trump’s agenda based on lower taxes, higher
tariffs and migrant-deporiations-thireatensts'derail’ the'recovery.

Re


https://globalamericans.org/the-economy-doomed-harris-will-it-doom-trump/
https://globalamericans.org/the-economy-doomed-harris-will-it-doom-trump/
https://globalamericans.org/the-economy-doomed-harris-will-it-doom-trump/
https://www.facebook.com/globalamericans/
https://twitter.com/GlobalAmericans
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-americans
https://www.instagram.com/globalamericans/?hl=en
https://globalamericans.org/about-us/
https://globalamericans.org/about-us/elementor-36103/
https://globalamericans.org/about-us/elementor-35761/
https://globalamericans.org/elementor-35502/
https://globalamericans.org/elementor-42513/
https://globalamericans.org/navigation-multimedia/elementor-35625/
https://globalamericans.org/contact-2/
https://globalamericans.org/donate-today/
https://globalamericans.org/

